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CLASSICAL ORDERS 

 
 A classical order is one of the ancient styles of classical architecture, each 

distinguished by its proportions and characteristic profiles and details, and most 

readily recognizable by the type of column employed. Three ancient orders of 

architecture—the Doric, Ionic, and Corinthian—originated in Greece. To these the 

Romans added the Tuscan, which they made simpler than Doric, and the 

Composite, which was more ornamental than the Corinthian.  

Each style has distinctive capitals and entablatures. The column shaft is 

sometimes articulated with vertical hollow grooves known as fluting. The shaft is 

wider at the bottom than at the top, because it makes the column slightly more 

slender at the top. 

The capital rests on the shaft. It has a load-bearing function, which 

concentrates the weight of the entablature on the supportive column, but it 

primarily serves an aesthetic purpose. The necking is the continuation of the shaft, 

but it is visually separated by one or many grooves. The entablature consists of 

three horizontal layers, all of which are visually separated from each other using 

moldings or bands.  

The height of columns are calculated in terms of a ratio between the 

diameter of the shaft at its base and the height of the column. A Doric column can 

be described as seven diameters high, an Ionic column as eight diameters high and 

a Corinthian column nine diameters high. 


